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SIX PLAYERS ON WATCH LISTS: Six Big Sky Conference players
will begin the 2009 season on The Sports Network Awards Watch
lists. Weber State cornerback Josh Morris and Montana State defen-
sive end Dane Fletcher are both candidates for the Buck Buchanan
Award, given annually to the top defensive player in FCS football. Big
Sky players have won the previous two Buchananis T Kroy Biermann
of Montana in 2007 and Greg Peach of Eastern Washington last sea-
son. Weber State running back Trevyn Smith and Wildcat quarterback
Cameron Higgins are candidates for the Walter Payton Award, given
annually to the top offensive player in FCS football. Eastern Washing-
ton QB Matt Nichols and Montana running back Chase Reynolds are
also among the 20 Payton candidates. A complete list of Buchanan
and Payton candidates can be found on Page 10 of this release.

UNDER CENTER: There will be some familiar names to Big Sky fans
at the quarterback position this season, but there will also be some

new faces. Eastern Washingtonis Matt Nichols returns for his fourth
season as the starting quarterback. Sacramento State junior Jason
Smith returns for his third season as the starter. Portland Stateis Drew
Hubel has started 11 games over the past two seasons. Weber Stateis
Cameron Higgins returns for his second full season as a starter, as
does Northern Coloradois Bryan Waggener. Higgins, who started seven
games in 2007, has 21 starts to his credit. Idaho State will start junior
Kyle Blum, who started the Bengalsi ynal two games in 2008. Northern
Arizona enters the season with junior Michael Herrick as the starter. He
started two games in 2008 after transferring from Ole Miss. Montana
State has named senior Mark Iddins as is starter against Michigan
State. Iddins started one game last season. Montana is the only school
yet to ofycially name a starter. Juniors Andrew Selle and Justin Roper
are battling for the starting spot. Selle has never started, but came off
the bench to throw four touchdowns in a victory over Southern Utah last
season. Roper started four games in two years at Oregon.

EASTERN AND THE NCAA: Eastern Washington begins the 2009
season ineligible for the postseason. The Eagles were placed on three
years probation by the NCAA during the off-season. As of now, Eastern
Washington is ineligible to win the Big Sky Conference regular-season
title or to qualify for the FCS playoffs. Eastern Washington has ap-
pealed the postseason ban. The NCAA is expected to render a ynal
decision within the next four weeks. Eastern Washington, a 2007 playoff
quarterynalist, was picked to ynish third by the media and coaches. The
Eagles ynished 2008 with a three-game winning streak to ynish 6-5.

TV THIS WEEK: Six of this weekis eight games will be televised. The
Montana State-Michigan State game will be seen live on one of the
Big Ten Network channels. Portland State and Oregon State will battle
on Fox Sports Northwest. Arizona State and Idaho State will air on
Fox Sports Arizona. Northern Coloradois opener against Kansas is

on Fox College Sports Central. Eastern Washingtonis opener against
Western Oregon will air in the Spokane area on SWX. Montanais
opener against Western State is on Montanais CW Networks. The
Eastern Washington and Montana games can also be seen live on the
Internet at www.bigskytv.org.

ExTrA POINTS: The Big Skyis last victories over FBS teams came in 2006 when
Montana State beat Colorado and Portland State beat New Mexico on the same

day. Since then, the Big Sky has lost 27 straight to FBS teamsé Idaho Stateis John
Zamberlin, Montana Stateis Rob Ash, Portland Stateis Jerry Glanville and Sacramento
Statefls Marshall Sperbeck are all entering their third season as head coaches at

their respective schoolsé NAUis Jerome Souers is entering his 12th season as head
coach, tying him for second all-time in league history. Nevadais Chris Ault coached

13 seasonis in the league from 1979-91. Mike Kramer was a head coach at Eastern
Washington and Montana State for 12 seasons from 1994-2006.
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RUSHING Team ClI G At Yds Avg TD Long Yds/G PUNTRETURNAVG Team CI G Ret Yds TD Long Avg
Trevyn Smith WSU SR 14 295 1585 5.4 2170 113.2 Marc Mariani UM SR 16 23 373 2 94 16.2
Chase Reynolds UM JR 16 282 1573 56 22 67 983 Tony Davis EWU SR 10 19 195 O 22 10.3
B. McClintock PSU SR 11 93 457 49 6 38 415 Conrad Meadows NAU SR 11 31 2717 0 60 8.9
Clint Knickrehm ISU SR 11 123 45 37 8 28 415

KICKRETURNAVG Team CIl G Ret Yds TD Long Avg
PASSING AVG/GAME Team CI G Att Cmp Int Pct. Yds TD AvalG Aaron Woods PSU SR 11 35 98 1 93 25.9
Cameron Higgins WSU JR 14 465 305 13 656 4477 36 319.8 Kyle Hill SAC SR 12 30 658 0 62 219
Matt Nichols EWU SR 11 451 275 14 610 3293 21 2994 JD Ponciano ISU  WSr. 11 48 996 0 60 20.8
Drew Hubel PSU JR 10 393 226 15 575 2912 18 291.2
Russel Hill ISU JR 10 408 252 15 618 2634 14 2634 PUNTING Team CI G Punt Yds Long Avg
Bryan Waggener NC SR 11 397 223 15 562 2546 14 2315 J. Vanderwielen ISU SR 12 65 2754 60 424
Jason Smith SAC JR 9 245 138 6 56.3 1824 16 202.7 Eric Fisher MSU SO 12 68 2841 73 418
Cody Kempt MSU JR 9 215 110 12 512 1316 9 146.2 Ken Wood UM SO 15 61 2499 74 41.0
Michael Herrick NAU JR 10 150 97 6 64.7 1043 3 1043 Cameron Kaman NC SO 11 63 2543 80 404

Mike Snoy WSU SR 14 53 2018 55 38.1
TOTAL OFFENSE Team Cl G Rush Pass Plays Total Yds/G
Cameron Higgins WSU JR 14 -77 4477 520 4400 314.3 SCORING Team CI G TD XPT FG 2XP Pts Pts/G
Matt Nichols EWU SR 11 83 3293 507 3376 306.9 Trevyn Smith WSU SR 14 28 0 0 0 168 120
Drew Hubel PSU JR 10 -124 2912 421 2788 2788 Chase Reynolds UM JR 16 23 0 0 0 138 8.6
Russel Hill ISU JR 10 -128 2634 456 2506 250.6 Deonte Williams NAU SO 11 12 0 0 0 72 6.5
Bryan Waggener NC SR 11 170 2546 493 2716 246.9 J. Cunningham MSU SO 12 0 38 13 0 77 6.4
Jason Smith SAC JR 9 7 1824 293 1831 203.4 Marc Mariani UM SR 16 17 0 0 0 102 64
Cody Kempt MSU JR 9 84 1316 274 1400 155.6 Jon Williams WSU JR 14 0 57 10 0 87 6.2
Trevyn Smith WSU SR 14 1585 0 295 1585 1132

SCORING(TDs) Team CI G TD Rush Pass Ret PAT Pts Pts/G

RECEPTIONS/IGAME _Team ClI G Rec Yds TD  Long Avg/C Rec/G Trevyn Smith WSU SR 14 28 21 7 0 0 168  12.0
M. DiAmbrosio PSU SR 11 76 900 9 43 118 691 Chase Reynolds UM JR 16 23 22 1 0 0 138 86
Tim Toone WSU SR 14 84 1525 7 65 182 6.00 Bryan Hilliard SAC JR 10 12 12 0 0 0 72 7.2
Aaron Woods PSU SR 11 66 1028 6 80 156 6.00 Deonte Wiliams ~ NAU SO 11 12 12 0 0 0 72 6.5
Aaron Boyce EWU SR 11 63 917 10 53 146 5.73 Marc Mariani UM SR 16 17 0 5 2 0 102 64
Isaiah Burel ISU JR 10 5 607 1 59 108 5.60 Aaron Boyce EWU SR 11 10 O 100 0 0 60 5.5
Brynsen Brown EWU SR 9 50 733 4 61 147 556 M. DiAmbrosio PSU SR 11 9 0 9 0 0 54 49
Jaron Taylor ISU SR 10 55 735 6 71 134 550 Clint Knickrehm ISU SR 11 8 8 0 0 1 50 45
Tony Davis EWU SR 10 53 579 3 63 109 5.30
SCORING (KICK) Team Cl G PATs FGs Pts Pts/G
RECEIVE YDS/IGAME Team ClI G Rec Yds TD  long Ava/C Yds/G J. Cunningham MSU SO 12 3839 1319 77 64
Tim Toone WSU SR 14 84 1525 7 65 18.2 108.9 Jon Williams wWsuU JR 14 57-62 10-13 87 6.2
Aaron Woods PSU SR 11 66 1028 6 80 156 935 Michael York NC SR 11 2020 13-17 59 54
Aaron Boyce EWU SR 11 63 917 10 53 146 834 Brody McKnight UM SO 15 52-57 916 79 53
M. DiAmbrosio PSU SR 11 76 900 9 48 11.8 818
Marc Mariani um SR 16 69 1308 15 66 190 818 FIELD GOALS Team Cl G FG FGA _ Pct. FGIG
Brynsen Brown EWU SR 9 50 733 4 61 147 814 Michael York NC JR 11 13 17 765 1.18
Jaron Taylor ISU SR 10 55 735 6 71 134 735 J. Cunningham MSU FR 12 13 19 68.4 1.08
Isaiah Burel ISU JR 10 56 607 1 59 108 60.7 Jon Williams WSU SO 14 10 13 76.9 0.71
Brody McKnight UM FR 15 9 16 56.2 0.60
ALL PURPOSE Team Cl G Rush Rev PR KR Yds AvglG
Aaron Woods PSU SR 11 19 1028 13 908 1968 178.9 PAT KICKING PCT Team Cl G Made Att Pct.
Trevyn Smith WSU SR 14 1585 778 0 0 2363 168.8 J. Cunningham MSU FR 12 38 39 974
Marc Mariani UM SR 16 12 1308 373 572 2265 1416 Jarrett Huk ISU JR 12 27 28 964
Tim Toone WSU SR 14 0 1525 61 159 1745 1246 Jon Williams WwsU SO 14 57 62 919
JD Ponciano ISU SR 11 9 249 0 996 1254 114.0 Brody McKnight UM FR 15 52 57 912
Chase Reynolds UM JR 16 1573 173 0 0 1746 109.1
TACKLES (All positions)
INTERCEPTIONS Team Cl G Int Yds TD  long Int/G Player Team Cl G Pos Solo Ast Total Ava/G Sack
Deshawn Shead PSU SO 11 6 12 0 10 0.55 Zach Johnson EWU SO 11 LB 50 46 96 87 20
Matt Johnson EWU SO 11 4 79 0 42 0.36 Beau Hadley WSU SR 14 DB 59 62 121 86 1.0
Josh Morris WSU SR 14 5 0 0 0 0.36 Erik Pedersen PSU SR 11 LB 40 44 84 76 25
Kevin Retoriano MSU SR 12 4 151 2 64 0.33 Matt Johnson EWU SO 11 DB 45 38 83 75 00
Deionte Gordon SAC SO 12 4 33 1 16 0.33 Max Hewitt NC J 11 S 39 40 79 72 05
Peter Buck SAC JR 12 DB 45 39 84 70 05
PASSEFFICIENCY Team CI G Att Cmp Int Pct. Yds TD Eff. S. Schillinger UM SR 16 S 54 54 108 68 0.0
Cameron Higgins WSU JR 14 465 305 13 656 4477 36 166.4 | Shawn Lebsock UM SR 16 LB 34 68 102 64 1.0
Jason Smith SAC JR 9 245 138 6 56.3 1824 16 1355 | Deionte Gordon SAC SO 12 DB 46 30 76 63 1.0
Matt Nichols EWU SR 11 451 275 14 61.0 3293 21 1315 | RyanPedersen PSU SR 11 LB 29 35 64 58 30
Drew Hubel PSU JR 10 393 226 15 575 2912 18 127.2 | Jeff Price MSU SR 12 LB 37 30 67 56 05
Michael Herrick NAU JR 10 150 97 6 647 1043 3 121.7 | KevinLinehan WSU SR 14 DL 36 42 78 56 105
Russel Hill ISU JR 10 408 252 15 61.8 2634 14 120.0 | KevinHatch EWU SR 11 DB 32 28 60 55 00
Bryan Waggener NC SR 11 397 223 15 562 2546 14 114.1 | Phillip Arias ISU JR 12 LB 24 40 64 53 20
Cody Kempt MSU JR 9 215 110 12 512 1316 9 1052 | Stephen Michon NC SR 11 28 29 57 52 00
Chase Gazzerro MSU SR 12 LB 43 19 62 5.2 4.5
Michael Wright ISU 12 32 28 60 50 00
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