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2009 SEASON OUTLOOK

The 2009 Sacramento State Hornets will be without six position starters from a season ago, but will blend an experienced, albeit youthful, pitching staff
with returners taking on new roles throughout the diqmoncf.J

Gone from last year’s squad are all-conference performers Ryan Blair, David Flores, Gabe Jacobo and Wes Oberlin, all of whom hit above .330 last
season. Flores’ four years at Sacramento State saw him place his name in the record books in several categories, becoming the school’s all time leader in
doubles, at bats ancrbeing hit by a pitch, and ranking second in school history in both hits and runs. He was selected in the 18th round of the MLB Draft
by the Houston Astros. Jacobo, who hit .379 with 15 home runs and 66 RBI during his junior season, was selected in the 10th round of the draft by the Los
Angeles Angels of Anaheim. The 66 runs Jacobo drove in were the second best single-season RBI fotal in school history. Ryan Blair (21st round) was drafted
by the Cleveland Indians following a senior campaign that saw him hit .330 with Eve home runs and 33 RBI. Oberlin had a monster offensive year during
his senior season, hitting .332 wit?‘n 12 home runs and 40 RBI.

“Those guys d provided power that we hadn’t seen in a lineup in a long time,” 31st year head coach John Smith said. “Those bats were enjoyable to
watch whi?e they were here, but now that they’re gone, we have a different makeup that you have to adapt to. This year’s team will be an exciting team to
watch grow cngmature at the plate. They mcKe contact, move runners up, and the thing that has impressed me the most through the fall and the early spring
is this team's ability to get hits with runners in scoring position.”

The cornerstone of fﬁis year's lineup is first team all-Western Athletic Conference performer Tim Wheeler, who hit .330 with three home runs and 43 RBI
as a sophomore, while stealing 10 bases and collecting eight outfield assists. Senior Hunter Martinez (.291, .400 obp, six stolen bases) and senior Blake
Crosby (.270, three home runs, 25 RBI) make up the other two returning starters.

On the mound, the Hornets return three of their four starters from a season ago, and also welcome the majority of their bu||pen back. Junior righthqnder
Trevor York (4-6, 4.97 ERA, 87.0 innings) will miss the beginning of the season recovering from offseason surgery, but senior lefthanders Brian Smith (4-1,
4.75 ERA, 53.0 innings) and Jose Ramirez 1:1-6, 5.27,70.0 innings) return fo the rotation.

The 12 newcomers, including six true freshmen, as well as the younger returners will gain experience from a tough non-conference schedule that includes
four Pac-10 schools and a host of area baseball powers.

“The schedule we have this season satisfies our desires from a RPI standpoint, and also allows our younger players to experience environments that will
help in giving them a good college baseball experience,” Smith said. i

OUTFIELD

Wheeler will be the Hornets opening day starter in center field for the third straight season,
and is coming off of a strong summer. Wheeler led the Cape Cod League in stolen bases,
competed in %e league’s all-star game, and led his team, the Orleans Cardinals, in hits. He
was named to the Brooks Wallace Player of the Year Watch List, and was ranked the 38th best
collegiate draft prospect and the 88th overall draft eligible prospect by Baseball America dur-
ing its November preseason rankings.

"Tim is a true baseball player who could play any position on the field,” Smith said. “He's
heen our everyday center fieﬁclier for three years and we expect another strong season out of
im.”

Junior transfer Dan McCarthy is the likely starter in right field after a strong two-year career
at Skyline JC in San Bruno, Calif. McCarthy hit .362 as a freshman and .319 as a sophomore,
hitting five home runs in two seasons while stealing 16 bases in 18 chances.

“Dan has played really well during the fall, an really earned the chance to be the man for
us in right field,” Smith said.

Two players ook to split time this season in left field, junior Josh Powers and freshman Aaron
Crouch. Powers, a righthanded hitter, is o transfer from Cosumnes River JC, affer starting his
career at the University of the Pacific. He hit .236 with three home runs and 27 RBI last season
gf C?sumnes, after making 37 appearances, including 24 starts at shortstop as a freshman at

acific.

“Powers is the jack of all trades on this team,” Smith said. “He's going to be on the diamond
some place everyday. One day it ll be in left field, one day it'll be ot third base, second base,
catcher and so-on. He's a very valuable baseball player to this team and if I've ever had a gu
in my 31 years as head coach that is willing to do whatever it takes to help us win, its JosK
Powers.”

Crouch, a lefthanded hitter, comes to Sacramento State from Yuba City HS, where he was
named first team all-area by the Appeal-Democrat in 2007 and 2008. As a senior, he hit .326
with three home runs and 19 RBI, while being named the Tri-County Conference Defensive
Player of the Year.

"Aaron has made a lot of progress through the fall and is turning into a solid freshman out-
fielder,” Smith said. “He’s got a great future%ere, but for now he’s mostly going to play against
right-handed pitching while we build his confidence.”

Two other players who figure to see time in the outfield are junior Justin Mezzaneras and
redshirt freshman Ivan Otsuka. Mezzaneras is a transfer from Sierra JC, where he was a mem-
ber of the Wolverines 2008 state championship team, posting multi-home run games against
Marin and Sac City. Otsuka, a lefthanded batter, was a first team all-Sierra Valley League
selection at Oak Ridge HS in 2007 after leading the team in batting with a .371 average.

“Both Ivan and Justin are making steady improvements from day-to-day, and should be key
factors in our success this season,” Smith said.

Spencer Humphrey, a freshman from Dublin HS, will likely redshirt the 2009 season.
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INFIELD

Crosby is the Hornets most experienced infield-
er, but will begin his third season in the Green
and Gold at a new position, third base. He raised
his batting average a season ago to .298 durin
WAC play, driving in 16 runs and posting a .368
on-base percentage. He also laid down a school
record 1§ sacrifice bunts in 2008.

“Third base is a position that is more suited to
Blake and he feels a litle more comfortable play-
ing there,” Smith said. “From an offensive stand-
point, | think he’s going to be a leader and we're
counting on him fo be one of the main bats in our
ineup.”

Martinez will be the opening day starfer at sec-
ond base, affer making 31 starts there a season
ago. Martinez went a perfect 6-for-6 on stolen
base attempts as a junior, was third on the team
in sacrifice hits witL six, and contributed three

oubles and two triples.

“After playing second base for the first time in
a long time last season, Hunter really has a feel
for the position now and what he needs to do,”
Smith said. “We look for Hunter to again be our
leadoff hitter and be one of our biggest basesteal-
ing threats.”

Senior Jeff Roth will expand on his utility role
from a season ago, entering the feam's starting
lineup as the opening day ?irst baseman. Roth,
also a pitcher for the Hornets, made 16 appear-
ances as a field player last year, including five
starts at designated hitter and one start at second
base. He wiﬁ look to improve on his .185 aver-
age from a season ago, which came in limited
appearances (27 at bats).

“Roth has not played a lot of first base, but |
think once he plays o few games and gets a better
feel for it, he can be a very solid first baseman,”
Smith said.

With Crosby moving to third base, the short-
stop position opens up for sophomore Derrick
Chung, who made six starts at the position as a
true freshman. Chung, who also has pitched in his
time at Sacramento State, is known for his arm
and range, but also contributed ot the plate, hit-
ting .276 last season.

"We're probably not going to be able to utilize
Chung as a pitcher this year because he is our
main shortstop now, but he will do a good job,”
Smith said.

Powers and Roth will be primary backups at all
four infield positions, with junior Joe Espafia set
to back up Roth at first base.

“Joe has made tremendous strides in his abil-
ity to hit,” Smith said. “He shows signs down the
road of being a guy who can add some pop to
our lineup.”

CATCHER

Sacramento State has four catchers on this
year’s roster, with one returner and three new-
comers to the program.

Sophomore Brent Hottman will be the team’s
opening day starter at catcher. Hottman made
20 appearances, including 13 starts behind the
plate last season, hitting .286 with one home run
and 12 RBI, while improving his average to .353
during WAC play. Hottiman provided arguabl
the Hornets biggest hit of the season, a w0|k-or
grand slam on May 16 that defeated the even-
tual College World Series Champion Fresno State
Bulldogs, 9-8.

“Brent has proven that it is his job to lose,”
Smith said. “He got a lot of game experience last

season and made tremendous strides, especially
late in the year, when we had to rest (Travis) Kirk-
man.”

Freshman Justin Lamb, who will back up Hott-
man, hit .430 with 24 RBI as a senior at Yuba
City HS, leading his squad to a 28-3 mark and
Tri-County Confgerence and Sac-Joaquin Section
titles. Lamb was named honorable mention all-
metro by the Sacramento Bee and first team all-
area by the Appeal-Democrat. in 2008.

“Lamb has made tremendous progress as an
incoming freshman,” Smith said. “His strengt
right now is his ability to hit collegiate pitching at
an early age, overcoming the biggest thing fresh-
men usual?y struggle with.”

Powers will be the third catcher, with junior
transfer Jon Taylor also pushing for time behind
the plate.

DESIGNATED HITTER

Lamb will likely be the team’s designated hitter
to start the 2009 season.

“At this point, we plan on him being in our
lineup every day as a desi%nofed hitter and back-
up catcher,” Smith said, reterring to Lamb.

PITCHING STAFF

Starting pitching will once again play a pre-
mium inside of Western Athletic Conference play,
because for the second straight year, teams wi
play four game weekend series.

“With York out fo start the year, other players
will have an opportunity to step up, and that's a
good thing,” Smith said. “Our pitching staff is
probably where the youth is most visible.”

Smith, a native of Sacramento, shined inside of
conference play last season, producing all four of
his victories inside of the WAC after being moved
from the bullpen to the rotation. Smith showed his
promise during a late season start against Fresno
State where he struck out the first four batters in
order. He had minor surgery during the offsea-
son, and will look to be reocf;/ to start the season
in the rotation for the first time.

Ramirez started the 2008 season strong, earn-
ing WAC Pitcher of the Week honors following a
win against BYU, and allowing just one run on
four hits in 8.2 innings in the team’s conference
opener against San Jose State in his next start.
After that win, however, Ramirez was 1-4 in con-
ference play, and he will look to improve on that
mark this coming season.

“Jose and Brian are now seniors and obviously
we need those two to be our go-to guys who we
can lean on and count on,” Smith said. “They
have been through a year of the process and are
quality, proven pitchers.”

pair of sophomore righthanders, Brandon
Sandoval and Chris Baek, are the likely candi-
dates to fill out the rotation.

Sandoval made 16 appearances and three
starts during his freshman campaign, posting an
0-2 record with two saves. His best outing of the
season was against Fresno State on May 17, as
he pitched the final two innings striking out three
batters without surrendering a hit on his way to a
save as the Hornets shutout the Bulldogs, 4-0.

Baek, who missed time due to injury in the mid-
dle of the 2008 season, collected a 1-1 record out
of the Hornet bullpen in 13 appearances during
his freshman season.

“Brandon and Chris are goini to get the op-
Eortunity to pitch week affer weel ang get better

ecause of experience,” Smith said. “They are

rﬁady to take on the job, and | have confidence in
them.”

Freshman righthander Jesse Darrah will also
be a candidate to crack the starting rotation. Dar-
rah earned first team all-Southwest Sierra League
honors at Fowler HS after going 13-2 with a 1.51
ERA and 123 strikeouts in 88 innings during his
senior season. He was named first team all-Valle
by the Fresno Bee and first team all-state smaﬁ
school divisions by Cal-Hi Sports.

In the bullpen, the Hornets return several key
arms, although they will likely be without the ser-
vices of two valuable pitchers. Sophomore Trevor
Paine, who posted the team’s lowest ERA (4.50)
and a 3-1 record in 21 appearances, is likely to
miss a chunk of time following an offseason inju-
ry. Hard-throwing senior righthander Mike Weiss
will miss the entire season ?o”owing Tommy John
surgery.

“Trevor, obviously, is a key ingredient in this
year's pitching sfof?.l" Smith said. “His status for
the season is a question mark.”

Roth, who served as the team’s closer a season
ago, will be relied upon out of the bullpen again
this year. He tied Paine, and junior Tommy Elrod
for the team lead in appearances a season ago
(21), posting four saves and a 2-4 record.

”Especicﬁy with him playing first base for us,
we really have to pick cn(}choose when to use
him,” Smith said. “We basically wore him out
last year at the end of the year because we were
throwing him every day.”

Senior Eric Fregosi will see his role expand in
the bullpen after a strong fall season. Fregosi al-
lowed FO earned runs in just 7.2 innings pitched
a season ago, but has responded positively to
changes made in his mechanics by pitching coach
Jim Barr.

“The guy that has really turned the corner and
made some huge progress for us is Fregosi,”
Smith said. “His command has improved greofiy
from what it was last year.”

Elrod joined the team late last season, but
made an impact both out of the pen and as a
Tuesday starter. The lefthander appeared in 21
contests, including two starts, and posted a 1-2
record with one save and a 5.12 ERA.

“Tommy is turning the corner, and is very close
to being an impact guy on our staff,” Smith said.

Nick Buchta returns for his senjor campaign of-
ter appearing in nine games, including five starts,
a season ago.

“Nick is a guy who gives us flexibility whether
as a starter or out of the bullpen,” Smith said. “If
he plays to his ability, he takes a lot of pressure
off other guys.”

Freshmen Brent Harrison and Alex Taku, along
with junior Brian Filice, make up the newcomers
to the Hornet bullpen.

Harrison, a righthonder, earned first team all-
Sierra Valley Conference honors as a senior affer
leading Galt HS to its first playoff appearance
since 1993.

Toku, a lefthander, was a first team all-Santa
Cruz Coast Athletic League honoree as a senior
at Santa Cruz HS.

Filice, a righthander, is a transfer from Hartnell
JC, where he was named the Coast-South Confer-
ence Reliever of the Year after posting a 4-3 mark
with four saves as a sophomore.
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Numerical Roster
No. Player

Pitchers A il o
No. Name B/T Ht. Wi Yr. Exp. Hometown/Previous School 3 |VF:1n Otsuka phrey OF
11 Jose Ramirez L/L 6-0 180 Sr. I\% Sacramento, Calif./American River JC 5 Josh Powers C/INF
13 Nick Buchta R/R 61 205 s v Danville, Calif./Oklahoma State 6 Derrick Chung INF/RHP
14 Alex Taku L/L 60 190 Fr. HS Santa Cruz, Calif./Santa Cruz HS 7 Tim Wheeler OF
16 Trevor York R/R 6-1 170 Jr. 2V San Bernardino, Calif./Arrowhead Christian Academy 8 Justin Lamb C/INF
17 Brian Smith /L 62 195 Sr. v Sacramento, Calif./Cosumnes River JC 10 Blake Crosby INF
25  Chris Baek R/R 6-1 220 So. v Claremont, Calif./Claremont HS 11 Jose Ramirez LHP
26 BrentHarrison R/R 60 180 Fr. HS Galt, Calif./Galt HS 12 Aaron Crouch OF
27  Tommy Elrod L/L 60 195 Jr. v Modesto, Callif./Cal State Los Angeles 13 Nick Buchta RHP
28  Trevor Paine R/R 60 185 So. v Rocklin, Calif./Jesuit HS 14 Alex Taku LHP
32 Mike Weiss R/R 510 190  Sr. v Auburn, Calif./The Master’s College 15 Brent Hoftman C
34 JesseDarrch  R/R 62 190  Fr. HS Fowler, Calif./Fowler HS 16 lrevorvar t RHP
35  Brian Filice R/R 510 170 I Jle Salinas, Calif./Hartnell JC I Brian St g
36 Eric Fregosi R/R 61 165  Sr. 1A% Burlingame, Calif./Cafiada JC 20 Do(:n ,?Xcg;”hy OF
44  Brandon Sandoval R/R 6-0 215 So. v Tulare, Calif./Tulare Western HS 21 Jeff Roth INF/RHP
24 Juljrin Meizqnerqs Ra;
25 Chris Bae
catChers 26 Brent Harrison RHP
No. Name B/T Ht. Wt. Yr. Exp. Hometown/Previous School 27 Tommy Elrod LHP
8  Justin Lamb R/R 511 200 Fr. HS Yuba City, Calif./Yuba City HS 28 Trevor Paine RHP
15 BrentHottman R/R  5-11 185 So. 1A% El Dorado Hills, Calif./Oak Ridge HS 30 Joe Espafia OF
18  Jon Taylor R/R 511 200 Jr JC  Santa Monica, Calif./East Los Angeles JC 32 Mike Weissh RHP
34 Jesse Darra RHP
. 35 Brian Filice RHP
|nfle|der5 36 Eric Fregosi RHP
No. Name B/T Ht. Wt. Yr. Exp. Hometown/Previous School 44 Brandon Sandoval RHP
1 Hunter Martinez  L/R 6-0 180 Sr. 1A Elk Grove, Calif./Cosumnes River JC
5 JoshPowers(C) R/R 63 190 I JC Elk Grove, Calif./Cosumnes River JC Alphabetical Roster
6 Derrick Chung (RHP) R/R ~ 5-10 170 So. 1A% Cypress, Calif./Artesia HS No. Player Pos.
10  Blake Crosby R/R 6-1 185 Sr. 2V Cypress, Calif./BYU 25 Chris Baek RHP
21 Jeff Roth (RHP)  R/R 6-2 185 Sr. 1V Huntington Beach, Calif./Golden West JC 13 Nick Buchta RHP
) Derrick Chung INF/RHP
o 10 Blake Crosby INF
Outfielders 12 Aaron Crouth oF
No. Name B/T Ht. Wt. Yr. Exp. Hometown/Previous School 34 Jesse Darrch RHP
2 Spencer Humphrey R/R 510 180 Fr. HS Dublin, Calif./Dublin HS 27 Tommy Elrod LHP
3 Ivan Otsuka /R 510 165 Fr RS El Dorado Hills, Calif./Oak Ridge HS 30 Joe ESP,?"G OF
7 Tim Wheeler L/R 64 205 Jr. 2V Sacramento, Calif./El Camino HS gg Iér!anF Filice E:E
12 AaronCrouch L/R 60 180 F.  HS Yuba City, Calif./Yuba City HS % Bront Horieon RHP
20 Dan McCarthy R/R - 62 180  Jr JC Millbrae, Calif./Skyline JC 15 Brent Hoftman C
24 Justin Mezzaneras R/R 62 200  Jr. JC Rocklin, Calif./Sierra JC 2 Spencer Humphrey OF
30 Joe Espafia (1B) R/R 60 185 Jr. Vv San Pedro, Calif./San Pedro HS 8 Justin Lamb C/INF
1 Hunter Martinez INF
c h 20 Dan McCarthy OF
oaches 24 Justin Mezzaneras OF
22 John Smith Head Coach 31th Season 3 Ivan Otsuka OF
i R 28 Trevor Paine RHP
33  Jim Barr Assistant Coach 15th Season 5 Josh Powers C/INF
19 Reggie Christiansen  Assistant Coach First Season 1 Jose Ramirez LHP
29  John Callahan Volunteer Assistant Fifth Season 21 Jeff Roth INF/RHP
Tony Brunicardi Director of Baseball Operations  Third Season 44 Brandon Sandoval RHP
17 Brian Smith LHP
14 Alex Taku LHP
. . 18 Jon Toylo.r C
Hornet Roster Pronunciations 32 Mike Weiss RHP
7 Tim Wheeler OF
Chris Baek Beck Eric Fregosi fra-GOE-see 16 Trevor York RHP
Nick Buchta BOUK-ta Justin Mezzaneras  Mezz-in-air-us
Jesse Darrah  Darr-UH Ivan Otsuka oh-SOOT-ka
Joe Espaiia es-SPAN-ya Mike Weiss Weese
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